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Foreword

Foreword
For the third year running, the first issue of this volume
of Studies in Agricultural Economics has been produced by
AKI in cooperation with the European Rural Development
Network (ERDN, www.erdn.eu). By contrast, for the first
time since number 88 appeared in 1996, this issue has been
compiled by a Guest Editor-in-Chief. Dr. Katonáné Kovács
Judit is a member of the Studies in Agricultural Economics
Editorial Board, a longstanding active participant in ERDN
and has carried out extensive research on the topic of human
and social capital in rural areas.
Scoones (1998)1 was an early adopter of the concept of
‘sustainable rural livelihoods’ which, he argued, are achieved
through access to a range of livelihood resources including
human and social capital. The former can be defined as ‘the
skills, knowledge, ability to labour and good health and
physical capability important for the successful pursuit of
different livelihood strategies’ and the latter as ‘the social
resources (networks, social claims, social relations, affiliations, associations) upon which people draw when pursuing
different livelihood strategies requiring coordinated actions’.
Despite the passing of almost 20 years, these topics remain high on the agricultural and rural development
agendas. This thematic issue of Studies in Agricultural Economics brings together seven papers that address different
aspects of human and social capital development across the
European Union (EU).
The first two papers explore the state of rural and agricultural development in Poland. Czapiewski, Janc, Owsiński
and Śleszyńsk model future social and intellectual capital
development in the municipalities of Mazowieckie voivodeship. The increases in both capitals are expected to be, in
relative terms, often more pronounced in rural areas than in
the urban space, although the existing gap shall frequently
remain. Interventions will continue to be needed to overcome the still persisting, and sometimes sharpening, differences.
Nowak and Kijek assess the role of human capital on
farms across Poland. They show that both the flexibility of
production in relation to the labour factor and the average
and marginal productivity were in many instances higher
for farms managed by farmers with higher-level education.
The results highlight the importance of addressing the educational needs of farmers in post-socialist EU Member States.

Research by Katonáné Kovács, Varga and Nemes clearly
demonstrates that social innovation has a role in rural development in Hungary. The context in which social innovation
is developed has a strong effect on the likelihood of success,
while initiators or ‘agentic engines’ also have a fundamental role. Institutionalisation, possibly through some kind of
social enterprise, is crucial to ensuring the sustainability of
social innovation.
In the first of three papers in this issue that investigate the
LEADER approach, Dax and Oedl-Wieser use the experience of its implementation in Austria to argue that LEADER
is losing its innovative character. Future LEADER and local
development actions need to reinvigorate long-established
core principles, most notably the notion of social innovation,
and to concentrate on local and regional assets and deliver
at that level.
Despite the high share of Common Agricultural Policy
Pillar 2 funding allocated to LEADER in Puglia, Italy in the
period 2007-2013, Labianca, De Rubertis, Belliggiano and
Salento report that Local Action Groups in the region were
severely limited in the aims that they could pursue. The
programme interpreted innovation an industrial and technological issue rather than seeing it in social and cultural
terms.
A similarly pessimistic assessment of LEADER in Andalucía, Spain is made by Navarro, Cejudo and Maroto. Entrepreneurs and ‘town halls’ benefitted most from LEADER
investments, while there is evidence of inadequate participation by disadvantaged groups such as women and young
people. Farmers were not adequately engaged by the programme. Several ‘deep rural’ municipalities failed to secure
any LEADER funding during the 2002-2008 period.
Pocol and Moldovan Teselios analyse the perception
of support, either given or anticipated, by members of two
groups of women in Romania: entrepreneurs and potential
entrepreneurs. Future women entrepreneurs tend to overstate, in anticipation, the help they will receive from local
institutions, but place themselves in relatively similar positions with women entrepreneurs regarding the help expected
to be received from family and friends.
It has been a pleasure for me to work with Judit to produce this issue of Studies in Agricultural Economics and am
confident that you will find its contents of interest.

Scoones, I. (1998): Sustainable rural livelihoods: a framework for analysis. Working Paper 72. Brighton: Institute of Development Studies.
1

Andrew Fieldsend
Budapest, March 2016
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Submission of manuscripts
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Submission of an article implies that the work described
has not been published in English in any other peer-reviewed
journal, is not under consideration for publication elsewhere,
and that its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly
or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work
was carried out. The author will retain the copyright of the
article but agrees to identify AKI as the original publisher.
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Article structure
Divide your article into clearly defined sections but do
not use section or subsection numbers. Each heading should
appear on its own separate line. For research papers you are
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• Introduction. State the objectives of the work and
provide an adequate background with reference to the

international literature, but avoiding a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results.
Methodology. Provide sufficient detail to allow the
work to be reproduced. Methods already published
should be indicated by a reference: only relevant
modifications should be described.
Results. Results should be clear and concise.
Discussion. This should explore the significance of
the results of the work, not repeat them. A combined
Results and Discussion section should normally be
avoided. You should show how your results add to
existing knowledge but avoid extensive citations and
discussion of published literature.
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you should finish the paper with conclusions.
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Title. Concise and informative. Avoid abbreviations
and formulae where possible.
Running title. Please provide an abbreviated title of
no more than 60 characters (including spaces) that
can be used as a running title on the page header.
Author names and affiliations. Present the authors’
affiliation addresses (where the actual work was
done) below their names.
Corresponding author. Clearly indicate the corresponding author who will handle correspondence
at all stages of refereeing and publication, also postpublication. Please provide a telephone and fax number in addition to the e-mail address and the complete
postal address.
Present/permanent address. If an author has moved
since the work described in the article was done,
or was visiting at the time, a ‘Present address’ (or
‘Permanent address’) may be indicated. The address
at which the author actually did the work must be
retained as the main, affiliation address.
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Abstract. A single paragraph of 100-250 words
should state the purpose of the research, the principal
results and major conclusions.
Keywords. Please provide a maximum of six keywords.
Abbreviations. If necessary, define abbreviations
that are not standard in this field on the first page of
the article.
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Nomenclature and units. Follow internationally
accepted rules and conventions: use the international
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Math formulae. Present simple formulae in the line
of normal text where possible. Number consecutively
any equations that have to be displayed separately
from the text (if referred to explicitly in the text). For
simple fractions use the solidus (/) instead of a horizontal line. Powers of e are often more conveniently
denoted by exp. Give the meaning of all symbols
immediately after the equation in which they are first
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mentioned without further explanation are: *P <0.05,
**P <0.01 and ***P <0.001.
Footnotes. Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article, using
superscript Arabic numbers. Indicate each footnote in
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Tables and figures
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Tables. Number tables consecutively in accordance
with their appearance in the text. Each table should
be accompanied by a title and fully descriptive caption. Column headings should be brief but sufficiently
explanatory and standard abbreviations of units of
measurement should be included between parentheses. Do not use vertical rules to separate columns.
Large tables should be avoided. If many data are to
be presented, you should consider dividing them over
two or more tables. Reversing columns and rows will
often reduce the dimensions of a table.
Figures. Graphs, drawings or photographs should
be supplied in digital format in monochrome and be
of sufficient contrast. Figures prepared with Excel®
software (or compatible format) are preferred. Captions should be included in the main manuscript, not
attached to the figure, and should explain all symbols
and abbreviations used. The text should include references to all figures. The use of figures from other
publications is discouraged but, if used, permission
of the author(s) or the copyright owner is necessary.
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